Parish Forum Meeting Thursday 7th December 2006

1. Present:  Ann Whitfield, Brendan Lally, Fr. Harney, Marianne Down, Doug Carr, Nora Carr, Don Aitkin, Maureen Aitkin, John Wright, Nora Haslam, Joan Barry, Peter O’Brien, Michael O’Brien, Anne Roberts, Anne Donnelly, Mary Malony, Anne Hall, Theresa Siverns, Pat Punt, Mick Ward, Peter Neal, Chris Wood, Felicity Fletcher.

Apologies: Betty McKay, Albert McKay, Andrea Whitehead, Dorothy Savage , Kath Hoyle, Pat Kitching, John Donnelly , John Wood, Phyl Lally

Absent: 

2. Opening Prayer
3. Matters arising from minutes
There were no matters arising.

4. Current members of the core group.
Lee Mellor can no longer manage the commitment required of a core group member. Fr Harney proposed that Doug Carr join the core group as he was runner up in the voting process. No objections were made.

5. Matters from October forum formulated by core group
· Churches together
Don Aitkin updated on the Churches together in Stocksbridge and district. After there were problems with the cross people took action and did it on their own. The cross can now stay up at Greenmoor permanently as a result of the work of churches in action.

· Church cleaning at St. Ann’s
There is now a problem with cleaning as there are not enough people to help with this and Mary and Joe Mallony need help. Marianne Down suggested a rota. Don Aitkin suggested donating to the youth to help out with it. Joan Barry said that we shouldn’t need to do this and Maureen Aitkin agreed. Theresa Siverns said that her parish has a family rota where each family takes it in turns to clean. Pat Punt said that someone would need to make a list so that people would know what needed to be done. John Wright suggested mentioning it at all masses. Father also brought up the fact that the garden is no longer manageable for Joe Malony and that we now pay for gardening work to be done but that this cannot be sustained. Nora Haslam suggested putting up a notice for people to volunteer. It was decided that the announcements would be made and a notice put into the bulletin next week. Mick Ward agreed to speak at Sunday morning mass in St. Ann’s. Don Aitkin said he would speak at evening mass on Sunday.

· Live Simply
Launched on 26th November in both Parishes. Packs are available and anyone with queries should see Marianne Down. Marianne stressed that this is a year long plan!! Not just for now. Maureen suggested a rich man/poor man meal during Lent. Ann Whitfield suggested that we should encourage people to give up something different this year using ideas from the Live Simply material.

· Marriage preparation courses
Two couples now accredited for this – Chris and John Wood and Peter 

and Tammy Neal.

· Youth
Mick spoke of the forthcoming Race night and said that the funds were going to the youth. Andrea Whitehead talked about a rags to riches where bags of old clothing/bedding etc are exchanged for money.

Rehearsals for the Christmas Nativity are going well and tickets can be purchased from Peter Neal. Don Aitkin said that Josh Aitkin had had the idea of reinstating the 100 Club and suggestions were made that this be done jointly with St. Ann’s School. Chris Neal has made St. Ann’s crosses, which can be purchased for £1. The youth will be carol singing again this year. Anyone wanting a visit should sign up on the sheet in the church porch. Pat Punt talked about the idea of having a gift day and it was agreed that it would be put on agenda for September. Doug Carr mentioned possibility of doing one in lent and father suggested next lent. Chris Wood asked what the amount needed was. Marianne Down answered £10,000 -  a portion of which will go solidarity. It was felt that we didn’t want to take away from other causes too much or put too much pressure on Parishioners.

· Deanary Youth Worker
The idea of a deanary youth worker has been suggested by Father Des Sexton. Whilst we may not need a youth worker some of the poorer parishes do. Father asked could we pay the £2000 per annum that the employment would require ? The split of the cost is spread over the 10 parishes in the deanary with the Cathedral taking on 30% of the cost. Our parish is to pay 10%. Mick Ward said that we may well need this help in a few years time. John Wright questioned whether we could afford it given all the other strains brought up in the meeting. Mick Ward said that we were £80,000 plus in credit due to the sale of the caretakers house. Maureen Aitkin proposed that we agree to the idea. John Wood seconded it. 

6. School links.
Theresa Siverns spoke about the present situation of St. Ann’s school. Currently 35% of children are Catholic. Over time the number on role has decreased in line with other schools in the area. There are currently 120 pupils. Theresa discussed the difficulty that this presented. She expressed a wish that parents and parishioners come into the school. Father talked about the diocesan review which concluded that the function of our school was as a missionary school. Theresa expressed her view that the school was a “Faith community” and that every child was accepted on their individual faith journey and that it was important not to alienate non–Catholic pupils. Felicity Fletcher pointed out that there were not many Catholic children in her year at St. Ann’s but that all children were regularly involved in masses etc as it was understood that this was part of life in a Catholic school. Mary Malony asked how many of the teachers were Catholic and Theresa replied that there were two including herself but added that all the staff are fully supportive of the fact that St. Ann’s is a faith school. Father Harney propsed that Theresa should join the parish Core Group as Head Teacher of St. Ann’s School. This was seconded and agreed. Theresa said that the school newsletter was now on the parish website and Anne Donnelly said that it would be good to put newsletters in church.

7. Deanary – The Church in North Sheffield – Our role in shaping the future.  Don Aitkin handed out a document outlining the problems faced by us and advertising North Sheffield Deanary day on Feb 3rd. Don asked people to turn up!!! Eventually all areas of parish activity will be represented and these representatives will replace the current parish representatives.

8. A.O.B
Anne Donnelly suggested that there could be a group for single/widowed people. An informal meeting opportunity e.g meet for coffee.

The bereavement group will initiate this in the new year.

Thursday 8th March 2007 next forum meeting - St Marys 
